[Early onset of paralytic ileus caused by simultaneous administration of bortezomib and azole antifungals in multiple myeloma patients].
We herein report two patients (70- and 45-year-old men) with refractory multiple myeloma who developed paralytic ileus shortly after starting bortezomib therapy. Bortezomib (1.3 mg/m(2)) was given on days 1, 4, 8, and 11 with daily oral solution itraconazole or voriconazole. Twelve and 15 days after beginning the therapy, each patient developed paralytic ileus. Interestingly, no other signs of peripheral neuropathy such as fingertip numbness were observed at the onset of ileus. Sporadic cases of paralytic ileus after bortezomib therapy have been reported, most of which developed ileus after several courses of bortezomib therapy. Our cases developed paralytic ileus shortly after initiating bortezomib, strongly suggesting that autonomic neuropathy due to bortezomib was induced by the concomitant use of itraconazole or voriconazole.